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were abandoned.     Parliament   appointed   Fairfax commander-in-chief of  all  the forces  in   England, including those lately under General Poyntz; it dis* banded all the soldiers it had enlisted to oppose Fairfax; it restored the control of the London militia to the old committee, which the army trusted, in place of the exclusively Presbyterian committee appointed in the spring.    But if Parliament saw the necessity of yielding, London did not.    On July 2ist, crowds of citizens signed an engagement for the maintenance of  the Covenant, and the restoration of  the King on his own terms, though both Houses united in  denouncing   their  engagement.     On  the  26th, crowds of apprentices  and  discharged  soldiers besieged the  Houses and  threatened their members with violence unless the command of the City forces were given back to the Presbyterians.    The Lords gave way first; the Commons resisted some hours longer, but in the end  they too obeyed the mob, and repealed their votes.    The rioters also extorted from them  a vote  inviting the  King to London, After this both Houses adjourned till the 3Oth oi July, but before that day came the two Speakers, followed by eight Peers and fifty-seven members oi the  Commons,  had  taken  refuge with  the army declaring that Parliament was not free, and the army pledged to restore the freedom of Parliament, was marching on London.    The Presbyterians prepared to fight, and placed the forces of the City under the command  of  Major-General  Massey.    The   elever impeached  Presbyterian leaders took  their  placef in Parliament again, assumed the direction of the